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ight-year-old Joanne Benites
liked to doodle and draw

cartoon-like characters. Then
she went on a school field trip 10
the Los Angeles County Museum and
from that day on she aspired to be an

artist.
“No more doodling for me,” said
Joanne Benites Maldonado, who

moved 1o Quartz Hill last year from the
San Fermando Valley with her husband,
Richard.

“I saw the portraits and said, “wow!
I thought that someday 1'd like 1o do
that.”

An accomplished artist, Benites
Maldonado has drawn and painted
animals, landscapes, flowers, beach
scenes and Indians, but her love is
doing portraits.

“After that field trip everybody
became a potential portrait,” she said,
“As | got older I'd see people in the
line at the bank in period clothes.

“For a time | painted family
members' They'd put on
costumes, then 1 painted a portrait. It's
sor of like playing a violin—practice,
practice, practice.”

Benites Maldonado said she was
hesitant about moving to the Antelope
Valley and away from her an circles.

“I thought there wouldn't be any ant
up here. Boy, was [ wrong,” she said.
“1 joined just about every club and an
ofganization there is,
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